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. During a telephcmic cooveraation vith Colonel 
GateB^ ±he Colooel asked tf tn had aajrthiag oal tha 
Saedleyliutler Case« X statød that ae did not bove 
anythlag, The Colooel atatad that tha newspapers 
irere begirming to presa hi* concexniog it, and tha 
/Baltinore Sun hos tha story that tha Da poi t — at of 
Justice doeaa t t kno« ahathar General Butler Xé havhng 
, just another ’tøreJnstor«* or «h«t, and thaM&w Tork 
Erening Post telephaned hin and inforaed Kik that 
som pas par in Hev lork had tha story that tha Dep&rt- 
\ nent af Justice nas going to iavestigate Snedley Butler* 

X told tha Coloael that we were not going to 
investigete General Butler, according to «ay laaouledge 
X had* 

Veiy txuly yours, 
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— K)ld Gimiet Eye’ Takes His Ease 


vxcucrtu omeaiey u, cuuer (“Ola Gimlet 
Eye” to his men) atter he had petired from the 
Marines. He is shown with his daughter, Ethel, 


I and some ot their dogs at their home at Newtown 
Square, Pa. He charges that New York brokers 
have asked him to help set up U. S. dictatorship. 


Butler a Fighting Paradox; 
Sags War Is a Racket 

“War said Major General Smed-of Public C'afety. 
ley Darlington Butler, U. S. M; C., When he discov'ered that the poli- 
retired, whose fearlessness in action ticians had enlisted his services 
is part of the American military merely as a respectable “front” for 
saga, “is the most vicious racket their activities, he fought the poli- 1 


known to man." . 

The fighting Quaker was address- 


ticians. 

He has fought for Prohibition and 


ing the Congregation B’nai Jeshu- against it.. 1 

run, 233 West Eighty-eighth Street, His avowed purpose in his Phila- 
on Armistice Day. ' delphia ciean-up campaigns, was to 

This utterancé is typical of the enforce the dry laws. 
unaccountable, fascinating, forceful, . But time and again, in speeches, 
pugnacious personality that is in articles, he condémned the Vol- 
Smedley Darlington Butler, ruth- stead Act. 
less, “treat-’em-rough” soldier in Denounced Dry Law 

; war, relentless, barb-tongued cru- That law, he said in an address 
] sader for peace. 1 . at Oakland, Cal., a year or two 

; Butler, slim, frail, weighing less alter he quit trying to clean up 

i than i$ a living paradox. Philadelphia, was supposed only “to 

'• Born into the Society of Friends, keep liquor away fron«»aBgaat.with- 
he has fought, on every imaginablé out influence.” 

[kind of. front, for at least thirty- This statement was all the more 
‘seven of his flfty-three .years. amazing as it followed his charges 
He fought in the Spanish-Améri- of drunkenness against Colonel 
caril W.ar with ‘ McCall’s men .at' 'Alexander . Williams, of the San ; 
Guantanamo and Manzanillo. .He Diego Marine Base, his host at a 

fought in Cuba, the Philippinés, dinnér in his honor, who was sub- 

China, Nicaragua, Mexico and Hayti. sequently court martialed. 
j.—In corpmand -atBrest, Eiancer^« 1 -*. ^_The Jamous ‘Teathernecki’-himaelt-. 
ing the World War, he fought the Was. threatened with court martial; 
pestilential conditions at that port proceedings in 1931, when hé had j 
of . entry for the American troops, been. fighting a one-man battie with I 
built • roads, paved streets, erected Premier Mussolini, whom he char- 
water works, put in running water,, actérized as “a’ hit-run driver:" 'But-, 
buiit barracks. and hospitals. ler got off with a mild reprimand!' 

He fought in China, he fought at 'The dynamic Marine’s latest fight i 
, Vera Cruz. . was with the National Broadcasting 

So bravely and conspicuously did Company, which, last October, cut 
he fight, that he received two Con- him off the air at Louisville, where, 
gressional Medals of Honor; an addressing a convention of the Vet- 
Army Distinguished Service Medal, erans of Foreign Wars, he made 
a Navy Distinguished Service Medal, reference to “turning food into 
a brevet medal and an offer of the fertilizer” and- “marines making 
Victoria Cross. He was a brigadier whoopee in the red-light district.” 


general at thirty-nine, a major gen- 
eral at forty-eight. 


Major General Butler is a de- 
scendant of long lines of Quakers 


But America’s får-flung battie on both sides. His father was chalr- 
fields were not the only fronts on man ■ of the House Naval Affairs i 
which “Old Gimiet- Eye” Butler Committee. The General was bom * 


i fought. 


in West Chester, Pa. He lives with 


He fought the underworld and his wife, the former Miss Ethel 
the bootleggers of Philadelphia Peters (a Quaker, too), whom, he 
when, in .1924 and' 1925, that city married twenty-ninr;. yrinnw -ego at 
“bor rowed" hi m from the Marine Newtown Square, Pa. They have 
CorpS—gjWilftide him its Director three children. ■ 



BUTLER CHARGES 


Broker’s Employer Backs Up 
Refutation of General’s 
'Fascist 1 Accusations 

• Gerald C. MacGuire of 52 Broad- 
way' denied today that he .oflered. 
Major General Smedley D.' Butler 
an opportunity to lead a Fascist 
movement here and make, himself 
dictator. 

His employer, Grayson Meller- 
Provost Murphy, financier, called , 
Butler’s story “a damned lie.” 

A third man named by the former ■ 
Marine Corps leader, Robert Ster- ! 
ling Clark, millionaire broker of 11 i 
Wall Street, is in Europe and will . 
not return for several weeks. 

1 Admits Meeting. Butler 

MacGuire, a bond salesman who 
has been . with . Murphy’s firm .five 
years, said he met. General Butler 
several years ago. Se.en at his pri- 
vate Office on the twelfth floor of 
52 Broadway, he said: 

“The thing was, General Butler 
was always coming around to me 
with books and letterheads from all 


Hu Decided Course Commander of the Order of Leopold 

Colonel Murphy contmued smil- jj \>f Belgium. 

!,5 n s: | j Goes to Wall Street ] 

i “I haven’t decided what, if any-j Originally a doctor for financially 
thing, I’m going to do about thej -siej corporations, he attracted the 
story. I do not say that the stery* ettention of J. P. Morgan & Co. a|u 
may be perfCctly responsible in so other bi « Wall Street interests. 
far as thé Posr’s part in it is con- As a result -, alon 8 w , lth h i s f°“- 
cemed, but its irresponsible as it an-- : ,rtISS10 ? and « su ® t»okerage b«si- 
plies to me. I never gave out ahy ness * he received many important 
checks, and I say the whole thing »PPOintrhents to represent financial 
in so far as it relates to me is a i htere8t »- Among the firms he has 
damned lie been connected with as president, 

“I canjt speak for Mr. MacGuire. I chairm . an - ° r direc * or «« 


X can’t say what action the firm will 
|take in- relation to him. I don’t 
know all the facts. 


Foreign Credit Corporation, Uni- 
ted States Distributing Company, 
Guaranty Trust Company, Foreign 


"I do know that Mr. MacGuire Commerce Corporation, Aviation 
has been very active ih legion af- Corporation, Liberty National Bank, 
fairs. What kind of affairs I don’t Goodyear Tire and Rubber Com- 
know. But we gave him a leave of P an y> Interborough Rapid Transit 
absence to work.on legion affairs, Company, New York Transportation 
after he brought in the commander Company, Flfth Avenue Coach 
— I- don’t remember what year or- Company, Graymur Corporation, 
what the officer’s name was.’’ New York Trust Company, Textile 

Banking Company, Bethlehem Steel 
Talks in Plalntive Tone j Corporation, Youngstown Sheet and 
MacGuire is short, quite heavyf ;£ ube Company, Cuba Cane Sugar 
with a small, buUet-shaped head Company, Omnibus Corporation, 
elose-cropped, and bright bluti eyés I tademnity Company, Amen- 

wenying General Butler’s story, h< i aan Ice.QompanyNew York Rail- 
>lked in a plaintive voice with A JW Company, -United States and 
£int Fast Side accent. Foreign Securities Corporation, Na- 


he served ' tional Aviation Corporation, and 


several yeaTS ago. De.en rti, t p 0 n ^ nåvy transport Aulus, but - ypjp »rr ■ r - -■ 

,ate Office on the twelfth floor ot he would not gay what hig rank was. 1 but staiaU 

52 Broadway, he said. «t a i w »vs thousht General But- rath £ r lavlshly furnished, but ®nau 

“The thing was. General Butler ler J was / sq uare?shooter,” he aaid ° n * he eleventn floor ojthe 

was always coming around to me j gadly Istook Exchange. i' \ 

with books and letterheads from all i were go j n - t 0 ^he Army- Hr is traveling somewhere id Al- 

these crackpot organizations,. and I jj av y game together next week end gerya at the present time, and no one 


would keep telling him: X haven’t’ teiephonéd' him yéti tad ieems to know just how he can be 

“General, you re a “ aini I don’t know whether I will/* reached. He may return in the 
to fali for all those outflts. Youii Hig employerf colonel Murphy, is .spring. MacGuire became his fnend 
he holding the bag. /jfigiia v* tall, heavy-set and impressive look- ! after making his acquaintance in 

• t|e West, and so on. None o *n ing. He has thin, silver hair, bright the relationship of bond salesmen 

, Åscists, just crackpots. . ■ I blue eyes and he smiled constantly an dweatøhy investor. 

I’Tve kept .him out of pieniw during the interview. 'Clark, now between fifty-flve and 

tiouble and ls '™ a J Murphy served In the Spanish- sixty, was graduated from West 
snow his gratitude. American War and the World Wan p 0 int and served with the Ninth 

me not to trust him, that he worna )fand spen t several years in the regi infantry during the Boxer Rebel- 


/p^his publicity stunts on his 
but I always thought he 
a sa uare shooter. 

“i: don’t know whether IH ast 


rt ular army after graduating fron 


West Point. In the World War. hia He is one of four brothers who 
vas . services won him the Dlstinguisl, '.* inherited the sewing machine 
[Service Medal, Officer of the Legion! wea ith of their fathér, the late Al- 
for I of Honor, Commendatore of the] fred Corning Clark, who was one 


a røraction or sue for libel. I guess ° rder of tbe Crown of Italy and 0 f founders of the Singer Sew- . 

• PnTvmanv Thp »pnior 1 


I will just be the goat in public and 
I|m probably_through here. - 
. “I’ve talked ^to”" Butler many - a 
time, and I talked. to' French (Paul ' 
Comly French, Post reporter), when : 
Butler sent him here, but I deny 
that I ever said anything about a 
Fascist organisation.’’ 

“X haven’t had time to do anything 
about this yet,” Colonel Murphy 
said. “1 haven’l been_able to stop 
laughing. 

“I hope you came in armed, be- 
cause I may start shooting, even if 
this is going to be « bloodless revo- 
lutfcn. 

“fo say a thing. like this about a 
mad who has a record like m le in 
the L.Sti-s nish- American War, in the 
Phifippines, in the World Wwr, to 
say-that a.man who would serve hia 
country like that would turn aifnuid 
and tiy to overthrow thé Govern- 
ment, is hitting below the belt.” 


12 
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ing Machine Company. The senior ; 
Clark left 85,000 sharés of stock in ■ 
the company to his widow and sons I 
when he died in 1896. Later the ■ 
boys received their mother’s sbare. 

During his service ip the army, 
he gained cpnsiderable publicity 
when he entertained on a lavish 
scale while on duty in Washington. 
One party, it was reported dt the 
tfine, cost $30,000. A train was j 
hired to bring the guests from New | 
York. ! 

While he was in China he was 
grantéd leave to travel in the in- 
teriør on an exploring expedition. 
His regiment, the Ninth; was bri- 
gaded with the Marine regiment in 
which Butler was sérving aS a 
youthful officer. 

Murphy a West Pointer 

Clark is an ardent horseman, tall 
and jhealthy, but not as well knowu' 
in mat fleld as his brother, F. Amt 
brose Clark, .one of the three brothf 
ers whom he sued to break controå 
of af trust- in Which he had placea 
his share of the $80,000,000 estate 
left by his father. 
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IQBMOBAMgM MR.JBU-MMI 


During & telepfaonic converaation witfa Mr# Cftrusi, 

X nas questioned ae to Mother tre ven doing anything 
ab out the SaedleyJButler Omhu 

X stat«} that ve ven not, that tha conaittee had 
not bxought it to our attention; and that X had no ticed 
that Ur« UcComack, the Chairaan of the Coudttee« had 
aade a stntemat in Hev Xoxk to the effect that the 
aetter had not been referred te the United States 
Attoruey, Mr. Coobef« X further stated that X ves sot 
aa&re uhether Hr« Ccnbtqr had beea la touch sith the 
Coaaittee or not« but that X did knoer that none of 
our aen bad been. 

Ve*7 truly yours. 


John Bdgar Boører, 
Director« 
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PLOTTALE 

BITTERLY 


Ex-Chief of NRA and Others 
Brand Tale of Fascist Plan 
as False; Probe Ordered 

NEW YORK, Nov. 21 (I.N.S.)— 
Placed squarely on .the hot spot 
by Gen Smedley D. Butler’s as* 
tounding testlmony, Gerald P. 
MacGuire, youiig bond salesman, 
was to appear before the Dick* 
stein Committee today to repeat 
his denials that he ever urged 
General Butler to march on Wash- 
ington with a “Fascist” army. 

Named by the fiery Marine 
Corps Veteran as the intermedi* 
ary in a plot ot Wall Street in* 
terests to overthrow President 
Roosevelt with a force of 500,000 
ex-service men, Mr. MacGuire was 
to be examined on a number of 
circumstantial details contained 
in General Bi^tler’s charges. 

Despite the' mirth, sarcasm 
and explosive ■ indignation with 
which the charges were denied by 
various eminent officials men* 
tioned in the “conspiracy,” the 
Congressional committee on un* • 
American activities intends to 
“sift the matter to the bottoin." 

Dickstein Comments 

Representative Samuel Dick- 
stein, vice chairman of the com- 
mittee, said: 

. “From present indications 
Butler has the evidence. He’s 
not going to make any serlous 
charges unless he has something 
to back them up. Well have 
.men here with bigger names 
than his.” 

Representative Dickstein said 
about 16 persons mentioned by 
General Butler would be subpoe- 
naed and that a public hearing 
might be held next Monday. 

Besides the men General Butler 
mentioned in his testimony before 
the committee, there was a report 



Ithat he had told friends in Phila- 
delphia the dictator of the new 
“Fascist Government” was to be 
General Hugh S. Johnson. When 
General Johnson learned of this, 
he barked: 

“He’d better be pretty damn 
I careful. Nobody said a word to 
I me- about anything of this kind, 
and if they did I*d throw them 
out of the window. I know noth- 
ing about it.” 

There was no official comment 
from President Roosevelt, who is 
in Warm Springs, Ga., but it is 
known that when he heard of 
the “conspiracy” which was to re- 
lieve him of his Job he laughed: 

‘Fantastic!” 

I The substance of General But- 
! ler’s charges.was substantiailly: 

I That Mr. MacGuire had asked' 
him to organiz e war veterans into 

a Fascist army with dues of $1 a 
i year. 

! That Mr, MasGuire ar ranged 
a meeting between him and 
1 Robert Sterling Clark,' financier, 

1 regarding a speech urging that 
America remain on the gold 
standard— a speech which it was 
hoped General Butler would 
deliver before thé Cltfcago Amer- 
ican .Legion Cnventijn. 

- MacArthur Named . 

That if General Butler re- 
jected the offer to lead the 
Fascist army the command would 
j be offered to Gen. Douglas Mac- 
Arthur, army chief of staff, or 
to Hanford MacNider, formér 
national commander of the Amer- 
. ican Legion. 

According to General Buiier’s 
testimony as made public, it 
was hoped that President Roose- 
velt would “go along” as the! 
King of Italy did with Mussolini. 
If he did not he and the Vive- 
President would be forced to 
resign after appolntlng a new 
Secretary of State, who would 
succeed to the Presidency and be- 
.come “dictator.” 

General Butler was also quoted 
as saying that Mr. MacGuire had 
tossed $18,000 in 18 bilis on the 
bed* of the -Generars room in a 
Newark Hotel to “pay his ex- 
penses” in Chicago if he agreed 
to make the “gold standard" 
speech. 

He also said that Mr. Mac- 
Guire showed him a bankbook 
with deposlst of $64,000 to “take 
care of expenses” in Chicago. 

Mr. MacGuire, denying all the 
charges, said: 

“It’s a joke — a publicity stunt. 



I know nothing about it The 
matter is made out of whole 
eloth. I deny the story com* 
pletely.” 


Brokér Denies Butler 
Story of Fascist Plot 

PARIS, Nov. 21 (I.N.S.).— Rob- 
ert Sterling Clark, New York 
broker, candidly told Interna- 
tional News Service today that he 
had “strongly urged” Maj. Gen. 
Smédley D. Butler, “to use his in- 
fluence in favor of sound money , 
and against inflation.” but he 
flatly denied allegations that he 
had sponsored an American 
Fascist movement. 

Threatening to take action 
against General Butler “for any 
libels which may have been eom- 
mitted,” Mr. Clark expressed' com- 
plets mystlfication concerning 
the general’8 charges that a 
Fascist coup was plotted. 

Mr. Clark was located at his 
small residence in a fashionable 
section of Paris. He is here part- 
ly for his health, but he said he 
would willingly return to the 
United States if at any time Con- 
gress wanted to question him in 
connection with General Butier’s 
story. He asserted: 

“I heard of General Butler’s 
charges, for the first time this 
morning, when I read the Paris 
newspapers. 

“I just can’t believé It! 

“Why, General Butler and I 
were in the Army together in 
China, when we marched ttn 
Pekin durind the Boxer Rebel- 
lion. T 

“I was a gruest In his home 
about a year ago. Then 1 urged 
him strongly to use his. influ- 
ence in fator o/ sound money 
and against inflation.” 


l.-ASHlilUTON TILÆS, 
riovember 21, 1934. 
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November 22, 1934 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Confirming the information conveyed to 

yesterday. afternoon, you are advised ths.t the Division files 
contain no record of Gerald G.^ MacGuire. 

\ 

RespectfullyN, 
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Mr. Coffey 

r. Cowley 
r. Edwards.^«.. 

Ti' r. ilsan 

Mr. Har bo „ 






E. A. Tamm 





&ESTROYED 
^ 0 23 19g4 





Memorandum to: date 1934 file 

S.A.C. ASSIGN TO TITLE: 

ACKNOWLEDGE 

AGENT ■ EXPEDITE REPORT 

FILE 

CLERK PREPARE REPLY ‘ 

RRING FILE 

STENOG. SEE ME 

. PREPARE SUMMARY 

OFFICE: RECORD & PREPARE ASSIGNMENT CARDS 

»SUBMIT REPORT ON QR BEFORE 

■ ; SEND SER I ALS ' 
















o 


s i 

$$ 000,000 SID 
FOR FASCIST 
ARM Y BARED 


Says He Was Asked to Lead 
500,000 for Capital 
‘Putsch , l ? 


V. S. PR0B1NG CHARGE 

' : . < 

By PAUL COMLY FRENCH •’v 

Copyright, 1994, T>V Wow York Pogt, Jnc m 

Ma jor General Smedley D. Butler revealed today 
1te has been asked by a group of wealthy New York 
brokers to lead a Fascist movement to set up a die- 
tatorship in the United States. 

General Butler, ranking Major General of the 
Marine Corps up to his retirement three years ago, 
told his story today at a secret session of the Con 
gressional committee on un-American activities. 

| . JBft f p re he appeared before thé committee, Gen 

jferal Butler gave the New York Post a detailed ac- 
count of the offer made to him. 

“Of course I told the leaders of this Fascist 
movement that 1 wasn’t interested in Fascism or in 
any other ism,” Butler said with characteristic vigor, 
“and that I wouldn’t consider any such proposition. 

“The whole affair smacked of treason to me.” 

He said he* was approached by Gerald G. MacGuire, who 
!s connected with the firm of Grayson M,-P. Murphy & Co., 
62 Broadway, and asked to organize 600,000 veterans into a 
Fascist army. 

’Å “Show of Force”— Not Biood 
'“"'SiU/flly af ter MacGuire first came to see me,” General 
Butler continued, “he arranged for Robert Sterling Clark, a 
New York broker, to comé to my home at Newtown Square, 
pa., to see me.” - 

Clark, who inaintains ofFices at 11 Wall Street, is re- 
t>orted to be worth more than $50,000,000. 

General Butler then outlined the details of the plan. He 
said MacGuire assured him “they have $3,000,000 ‘on the line’ 
to i( start the organization.” 




n 


jaSBjcfri Butler -relåted a conversation he had with Mac- 
Guire on August 22 at the Bellevue-Stratford HOiei IriThila- 
idelphia. 

“The upshot of his proposition was that I was to head 
a soldier organization of half a million men, that this group 
.would assemble— probably a year from now— in Washington, 
and that within a few days it could take over the functions 
tof government. To be perfectly fair to Mr. MacGuire, he 
ididn’t seem bloodthirsty. He felt that such a show of force 
in Washington would probably result in a peaceful overturn 
iof the Government. He suggested that 'we might even go 
along with Roosevelt and do~with him what Mussolini did 
yrith the King of Italy.’ 

The “Man on the White Horse” 

“Mr. MacGuire insisted that all of his program was ‘con- 
stitutional,’ ” continued the General. He proposed that the 
Secretary of State and Vice-President would be made to re- 
aign, by force, if necessary, and that President Roosevelt 
yrould probably allow MacGuire’ s group to appoint a Secretary 
of State. Then, if President Roosevelt was willing 'to gd 
along,’ he could remain as President. But if he were not in 
avnrmat.hv with the Fascist movement, he would be forced to 
resign, whereupon, under the Constitution, the Presidential 
succession would place the Secretary of State in the White 
Jfouse. 

“Then he discussed the need for a ‘man. on the white 
liorse,* and insisted that a show of armed. force was the only 
yr ay to save the capitalistic system. 

i “He told me he- believed that at least half of the Ameri- 
can Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars would follow me. 

$25,000 for Study Abroad 

“I was amazed at the audacity and bluntness with which 
the proposition , was put to me. I have.always believed in 
jdemocracy, and I felt it my duty to learn all I could of this 
jeonspiracy and to see that the information was placed in the 
hånds of the proper govemmental authorities.” 

General Butler then told how MacGuire described a long 
jtrip he (MacGuire) had taken to Europe during the spring 
tond summer of 1934 to study the Nazi and Fascist organiza- 
jtions in Germany and Italy, and the part World War veterans 
jjtøyed in both movements. 

' “MacGuire told me that his European junket .had cost 
$25,000,” said General Butler. “He said that he took his wife 
and children with him. I asked him where he got so much 
money, and he told me that friends of his had put it up, and 
;were willing to put up much more if I would head their move- 
jnent in this country. 

| - Two Other “Candidates” 

j? “MacGuire explained to me that they had two other 
Candidates for the position of 'man on the white horse.’ He 
gaid that if I did not accept, an offer would be made to Gen- 
eral Douglas MacArthur, chief of staff of the United States 


^Fascist Army Plan\ 
Bared by Ex-Marine 

Says He Was Offered $3,000,000 to 
Organize Capital “Putsch” 


Ccmtinued jvom Page One 

Army, whose term of Office expires November 22, and that 
the third choice. would be Hanford MacNider, former com- 
mander of the American. Legion. So far as I know, neither 
General MacArthur nor MacNider has been .approached. 
Their names were merely mentioned as ‘alternates.’ 

“This conversation I had with MacGuire at the Bellevue- 
. Stratford had been preceded by others in which he spoke 
chiefly of swinging the American Legion national convention 
into line for retention of the gold standard. One of those 
conve rsations was. in a hotel in Newark, N. J., when I was 
— attending- a reunion of the Twenty-ninth Divisioli!® 9 

Thousands Offered — for What? 

“At that time, MacGuire came into my hotel room, pulled 
out a worn wallet, and started to toss thousand-dollar bilis on 
the bed; I asked him what the hell that was for, and he told 
jne it was to pay my expenses to Chicago.to make a speech in 
favor of the gold standard. 

“ ‘You know damn well it doesn’t cost $18,000 -to go to 
.Chicago,’ 1 told him. 

“ ‘Don’t be a fool, General,’ he told me. ‘Why don’t you 
idb like Harbord and Sims did and v make some money out of 
it? The Government doesn’t take - care of you, so why don’t 
you >act like a business man?’ 

“I told him to pick up the money before I threw him out. 

- I then suggested that one of the men who were providingall 
i these thousand-dollar bilis come and see me, so I would know 
who was back of it all. 

“ ‘Murphy (Grayson M.-P. Murphy of the brokerage firm 
that bears his name) is in Europe,’ he told me, ‘but I’U have 
Colonel Clark come to Newtown Square ,on Sunday.’ 

Called “Bribe” by Butler 

“Clark called me on Saturday from New York. and re- 
rhinded me that we had served togethér in China in the 
Boxer trouble in 1900. He told me he would like to come and 
see me and discuss old times. 

“Clark came to my home the following day and offered 
me money to go to Chicago to make the speech on the gold 
standard which MacGuire. had previously given me. Mac- 
s, Guire told me he wrote the speech, but Clark said that John 
* W. Bavis, Democratic Presidential candidate in 1924, imd 
^written it. After we discussed the proposition for i^few 
. nutes, I told Clark he ought to be ashamed to came into 
a man’s home and try to bribe him.” 


■ x ^ -j-i * Financial Bfflptg Displayed * 

General Butler explainea that he had sat in at live 
idifferent conf erences with MacGuire. He said thf first time 
% MacGuire saw him he brought a man named Doyle, described 
as a wounded veteran. He said that MacGuire. and Doyle 
drove up to Butler’s home in a limousine, and that on the 
occasion of that visit MacGuire showed the General a bank 
book with deposits or$64,000 and said that was ‘to take care. 
of my experises’ to the American Legion Convention at which 

L-Wes. to. make, a speech in fa vor of retention of the gold 

standard. " 

“At the same time he showed me several checks, drawn 
for large amounts, signed by Robert Sterling Clark, John 
Mills and Grayson M.-P. Murphy, which he said were to be 
placed in his account to cover ‘necessary’ expenses at the 
Chicago convention. 

“Several months later, when I asked MacGuire who was 
backing his movement to set up a dictatorship, he said, “The 
same people that iinanced the Chicago propaganda.’ 

— . “At all times,” said the General, “I refused to accept any 

money from any of these men.” 

General Butler and the writer of^ 

this article, both subpenaed by 
the Congressional committee, went 

to the Bar Association Building 

•hortly after 11 o’clock this morning. 1 Movement Called Pa 


Examination of the General was 
begun immediately by Representa- 
tive John W. McCormack of Massa- 
chusetts, chairman of the .commit- 
tee, behind closed doors. 

MacGuire was subpenaed to ap- 
péar before the committee at 4 P. M. 

Process servers for. the ’cdtnmiP 
tee tried to subpena Clark today, ; 
but he is in Europe and will not 
return for several weeks. 

About September 1 General But- 
ler had a long series of speaking en- 
gagements, carrying him through 
the Middle West. The writer of 
this article, a reporter for the New 
York Post and the Philadelphia 
Record, was called in by General 
Butler about September 1. The 
General told me the story as I have . 
related it. i 1 i 

Plan Again Described 

He teléphoned MacGuire in New 
York, and made an appointment for 
me to interview MacGuire. In or- 
der that the way would be deared 
for me, he told MacGuire that he 
would make no final decision on 
his Fascist movement until I ap- 
proved it, and he suggestéd that 
MacGuire outline his entire plan to 
me. 

On September 13 I met MacGuire 
ln 1 his Office, which is- part of thé 
suite occupied by Grayson M.-P. 
Murphy & Co., on the twelfth floor 
of 52 Broadway. 

At first MacGuire semed unwill- 
ing to talk freely and discussed 
generalities for a time. Later, how- 
ever, he wårmed up to the subject 
and told me substantiaUy the same 
story as that related by the Gen- 
eral. 

“We need a Fascist Government 
In this country,” he insisted, “to 
save the nation from thp. Com- 
munists who would tear down all 
that has been bulit up in America. 
The only men who have the patriot- 
ism to do it are the soldiers and 
Smedley Butler is the ideali itufUTT 
He could organize a million menj 
Bffcr night.” I 


; Move ment Calle d Patriotic 
Buring the conversation he told 
me he had been in Italy and Ger- 
måny during the spring and sum- 
mer of 1934, making a detailed and 
comprehensive study of Nazi and 
Fascist organizations, and the part 
war veterans had played in their 
success. 

“The whole movement is patri- 
otic” he continued, “because the,! 
^•mmunists will wreck the nation 1 
unless the soldiers save it through I 
Fascism. 

"AU General Butler would have 
to do to get a miUion men,” he said, 
"would be to announce the forma- 
tion of the organwstinn and teU 

V ■ " * " j 

jfhem it would cost a dollar a year I 
■ té join.” ,r 1 — , l 

We discussed that angle, and then 
the question of additional flnancial 
assistance developed. 

“It would not be any trouble to 
raise $1,000,000,” hé said. “I could 
go to any number of persons here 
in New York and get it.” 

Plan to Secure Arms 
He suggested that necessary arms 
and equipmént could. be obtained 
from the Remington Arms company 
on credit through thé Du Pont iam- 
ily, which has a controlling interest 

in that company. 

“1 am cldse wont” he 

continued, “betkuSé 1 served as a 
naval aid when he was Assistånt. 
Secretary of the Navy." 

[Check of the Navy Register 
shows that MacGuire was retired 
as an ensign, but there is no rec- 
ord that he served Roosevelt as 
a naval aid when the President 
was Assistant ISecretary of the 
Navy. General Butler has no rec- 
ollection of MacGuire holding 
such 'a position, although Roose- 
velt inspected Butler’s posts in 
France and in Hayti during his 
eight years in the Navy Depart- 
ment.] ■' <- 


“I thlnk the Presid ent could be 
persuaded to name"ueneral Butler 
as head of the CCC camps,” Mac- 
Guire continued, “and that would 
give him thé basis of an organiza- 
tion. However, if that doesn’t work, 
I have no doubt the General could 
enlist 500,000 men in a very short 
time. 

, Legion Leaders Named 

“What we reaUy need is * man 
, on the white horse to save the cap- 
. italistic system. 

^ “We might go along with Roose- 
velt and do with him what Musso- 
lini did to the King of Italy.” 

*! - He shoved a letter across his desk, 
saying it was from Louis Johnson 
of West Virginia, former National 
Commander of the American Le- 
gion. MacGuire said Johnson wrote 
he would be in “to discuss what we 
have V1 — ■* ” 

“That’s just what we’re discuss- 
ing now,” he told me. 

During our conversation he' mén- 
'tioned that. Henry Stephens of 
. North Carolina, another former Na- 
I tional Commander of the American 
Legion, was interested in the plan. 

| Barracks for Hnemployed 

“Roosevelt hasn’t got. the réal 
splution to the unemployment situ- 
ation,” MacGuire said, “but we’ll 
s put across a plan thåt will be réally 
effeetive. AU unemployed men 
would be put in. military barracks, 
under forced labor, as Hitler does; 
and that would soon solve that prob- 
lem. Another thing we would do 
' immediately would be to register 
all persons in the United States, as 
they do in E nsep^ Æfeba t would stop 
! a lot or uomimunist Igifators^wan- 
dering »rmmit lnnw ” 

When I lefFUrn he planned to 
see General Butler during the next 
few weeks and to get the General’s 
acceptance to head the Fascist 
movement. 

Shortly after my conversation i 
'with MacGuire General Butler lefti 
for a series of speeches, and it was ! 
not until September 27 that I talked 
with MacGuire again. , 

At that time he told me he was 
busy preparing for the American 
.Legion convention. in Miami and 
had been unable to get to Newtown 
Square to see Butler. 

“Things are meving nicely he 
said, “and the President is going 1 
td the Right. Soon Tugwell, Per- : 
kinsi and Morgenthau wiU be out 
of the Cabinet.” : _ 

Western" mousner Informed 

He said he would probably be in 
touch with General Butler as soon 
as he returned from Miami. How- 
■ ever, General Butler and MacGuire 
have never met each other since 
that day. 

During Butler’s Western trip last 
summer an Indianapolis puhlisher, 
Anthony Flagg, told him that a 
group of New York brokers were 
organizing a Fascist movement and 
that he >would be asked to lead it. 

“I didn’t give him an intimation 
that I knew about the thing,” But- 
ler said, “but Flagg repeated Mac- 
Guire’s story, almost verbatim. 

“He even 11**4 $3,000,000 had 

been raised to flnanee the move- 
ment.” 



ajor General Smedley D. Butle^ghown here In the ful! dress "uf 
e U. S. Marines he formerly boreed, will tell a Congressional com- 
ittee that -a Wall Street cliquejA>anted him to lead a Fascist array 
». 500,000 to v take over the powq^^if the Govermøfnt. 


Spurns U. S. MussolinTRole 
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Washington, D. 0. 
December 5, 1934. 


J. Edgar Hoover. Director 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am enclosing, herewith, by direction 


of the Chairmaa of the Committee, a copy of a commonication 
from P. A. Green under date of November 23, 1934. This 
letter has been called to our attention and is belng looked 
into by our Gommittee but it also seems to warrant consider- 
ation of your department and the same is being respectfully 
referred to you for consideration. 


Respectfully yours. 


P. P. Rando lph 
Committee Secretary 
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SIX COMPMIES INC 



Builders of Hoover Dam' 

Boulder City, Nevada. 

Peter A. Green 
2820 East First St. 

Twin Palms Apartments #4 
Long Beach, Califomia 
Uovember 22, 1934. 

Hep. John W. McCormack ! 

U.S. Congressman 
From Massachusetts. 


Bear J 0 hn. 


I just read in the Long Beach. Calif, newspaper about you heing on 
the invest igating pommittee of a Un-American radioal group that is and has been 
trying to start a^I.W.W. or®fascist War Veteran Anny to overthrow President 
Boosevelts good souhd Administration'*^!! lat yeår or two. As you know I have 
been working at Boulder Dam Nevada. since 1931 and 15 or us veterans started a 
Legion Post at Boulder City Nevada, and in 1932 I was eleoted First Vice 
Commander of ^oulder City P 0 st #31, I was also very active during Boosevelts 
campaign, being on the Democratic Committee at Boulder and Los Vegas, Nevada. 
as Congressman Jim Schruham and Senator Pat McCarran of Nev, were up and we had 
5000 votes in Boulder Gity and we a^ked fpiends of ours to change from Eepublican 
to Democrat so as to put the DemoVatic Party over. Now getting back to the 
Fascist Plot that has existed ikMoulder Dam with the true story of my experience 
with their agents to start a western movement to put our good President Boosevelt 
out of Office for over a year they have been trying to poison the minds of all worlfcg 
men in the Mest as I talked to a lot. In March 1933 right after the President went 
into Office I was approaced by two men stafcing they were the Representatives of 
an eastern new organisation to be called^American Fascist Veterans Association 
and that they had plenty of money to start - the Ve s tern drive if I would be their 
Leader in Nevada. I introduced them to our then, Legion Commander Ray Allen, and 
they had quite a program to offer us if we would jodp their rahks. 

They told us the second time we met them that Louie^ohnson who was then 
Mational Gommander of the Legion was one of their Leaders in the South and General 
Butler would line up the Marines also that the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Department heads were all members in the middle West they were getting very strong 
and that the Republican National Committeeman was treasurer. I told them that it 
sounded like a Communist idea to me but they said no ti was to inake our 
government a new party of equal rights fo all and put our President out of office 
and put in Fice Dictators I suppose Republicans. I did not want to lose my job so 
I did not report them as you know this is a Republican Contractors J 0 b ana the 
Six °ompany were sarong for Hoover. I would be glad to go to Washington and 
testify before any committee as I feel all good Americans should tell all they 
know about tnis organization and as I just started on a months leave of absence 
I could go by plane or any way yoy say to Washington. I was very glan that the 
voters of good old Boston sent you back to Congress and that Jim Curley is now 
Governor of Massachusetts. 

Trusting ~theh~to~hear~from~ycrcr-soenp^artd--honin^:..the'~Mrs . ' and you are in the' very 
best of health 


Your Fri end, 


Pete 


P.A. 


Jflreen 
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im. tn,HA» sTiam . 


for yøur information ther« la tranaaltted 
horevi th s copy of e latter addreaaed to the Prasidaat 
af the United State« by Mr. E. C. Rodwiek, dated at 
Beate Barbara, Celifornla, March 16, 1936, relative to 
the f indlågs of the Dickstein Con^reMional Iavestigating 
Coaoittee. Ihls letter kis ref erred to ae for apppoprlate 
attention« lo inyestigatioo is betag ude as to the 
allegatlon* eontained la the te t ter. 


Very truly youra, 


John Edgar Hoover, 
Birector. 


Znclosnre Bo. 859086 
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Darr"a Barbara, Caiifcr n4å« 


March 18$ h, 1935* 


/ ? 


"Franklin D* Kos s ©volt, 

: \» 

£ Pres ident of the United States, 


Uashingfeon, D.C. 

My dear Pres ident : 

I hjve long hesltated before deoiding to rørite to you regarding the _ 

1 

Diokstein Gongresaional Invest igat i ng Comnittee whose mission røas, to seowa evidence 

conceming a oonsplracy to se iset. the U.S* Government by a Fascist group, to be li Q ^.u 

.5 

by General Smddley Butler at the head of 500,000 man. 

Thinking that you v/ere fami liar with the Gonmlttee , s f indtags in which 
suppressed evidenoe waa uncompl iment ary to yourself , expected in dxe time you would 

inform the public that you still believe in i$ and intended to support origanal American 
ideals and fairplay« 

Aocording to the “Nev/ Masses**, Jan. 29th and Peb. 5th, the Investigating 
Oommittee traoed the consp iracy to flnamol®! leaders of T7all strøet and far that reason 


the Oommittee suppressed its most vital f indtags. Ip hall 
findings suppressed - two of which involve the Pres ident. 


a few of , 3ie fourteea 


i a $ _ „ piotø^øin Oommittee refoses to explain vhy it suppressed 
evidence of fascist arganizations and of fascist movenents.« 

4th - ”2 hat General Butler named a fascist cr ganization in xh ich 
some leaders of the American Jewish leaders vrere active - and that this testimony w&s 
suppressed.« fiECORDÉD & INQRXpr t , l, i i « /*- 


titmjuKutju s iNJuKAJS‘i r Hu ■ i i ^ / 

y ~M o J bl i ^ 

7th - «2hat the mæt powerful fascist or ganizations are controlled 


by financiers whose interestsare controlled by J. P« Morgan* s ihte’reste. « 


COPIi^J DESTROYED 
17 O SEP23J9C4 


9th - «2hat Grayson Nf. P. Murphy involved in the plot to organise 


V? T\ 


hu. ■ 



a fascist army, i s a Morgan eeh, and one of ^hose who originally financed the start- 
ing of the American Legion for *Big Bisiness* and who aupports disseminators of anti- 
semit ic propaganda; and that knowing all this thø Dicks te in Committee never called 
Hurphy to esplain his activities." 

10 - *®Dhat a Hearst man tied up with Morgan interests captured 
control of the American Legion, \thich Butler was asked to lead as a fascist array: and 

that this man, summoned to appear befor i the Dicks tein Conmittee was never quest ioned 

i 

after he had had a secret conference vith Pres ident Roosevelt." 

I 

11 - **Dhat the American Liberty League wqs namad by Butler and 
this faet suppressed by the Dicks te in Committee. Q?he League is oontrolled by Morgan, 

Du Pont interests as well as having !?a/burg represent at ion on it". 

i 

13 - "Shat Max 'Varburg, brother of Felix and direotar cf the 
Steel trust of Germany, which orginally financed Hitler are in the United States trying 
to get credits for Hitler*s govemmeat in oopper pur chase.” 



Ojuot ing now from further suprressed testimony of Gane ral Butler: 
"You know the Pres ident is weak. He will ooias right along with us-, He was bæ n in this 
olass. He was raised in this class and he will coma back. . Ha will run true to form* 

In the end he will ooma around. But have got to be pr epared * o sustain him nhen 
-he does." • 

If the above statemants are veridioal - there is strong evidence 
that they are - than we are left to infer that our Pres ident is not only aware of the 
existence of a strong financial group plott ing to o rart hr ow the Arner ican govenradS ' . 
and to set up a Fascist Dictatorship, but also that he is in sympathy with thJs 
Éwpatriotic movems nt , which we hesitate to believe^leaving the people halting-betwen 
two opinions, uncertain where the ir elected Pros Ident stands. 

My only object in writing this letter is to mildly suggest that 

the Pres ident take the people into his confidence and opsnly state what his relations ~~ J 

1 

are with regard to those Fascist groups supported by powerful financiers who have brofight 
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CRIME FOE — Gen. Smedley Butler,' 
idynamic former Marine corps commander, ad- \ 
• dresses 1,000 women in Cherry Valley Schooli 
of Gården City, N. Y., on crime. . The general,' 
in his usual two-fisted manner, laid a verbal, 
barrage on crooked politicians, the Hauptmann ‘ 

å l and gangster films, as well as many other 
jects, and said people generally havestol* < 
ten God and the Bible. — International News' 
ito. r; 


Mr. Nathan.... 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Baokua 

Mr. Baughman. 

Chiet Clark 

Mr. Clesg. 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr.’ Edwards .... 

Mr. Esan 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Keith 

Mr. Lester 

Mr. Qulhn 

Mr. Spindeler. — 

Mr. Smlth 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Tracy 

Miss dandy 
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Mr. f* p, Kandolph, 

Deere tary, 

Special Cottsdttee on Øn-JUaerloan le ti vi ties, 
Hou^c of i.eprcsentfi ti ven , 
fif aixLn-tton, D« C. 


i'e-u* Kr, Mnbolpht 


X hare received jrour letter of Deceobar $, 1934 » trensaittinfe 
fe copy of 6 coflffiuoioetlon addre^isod to Congresasma McCoreac*, onder date 
of Soveabor ?2, 1914 by P. /. Gr c, on, It is noted thet your Comeitt^o ta 
^lving attention to the con tøo te øf tø*. Gr soa'* letter. It does not 
uppwr Trom Kr* Green 1 * letter thsi th* facts o* øutllned by hisi con- 
stitut© s violetion of my Feder&l Gtetuts cou&ng: wlthin the juri;; iction 
of thla Division« end accordingly ao action wiil bo talen in thi« sutter et 
tb* present tins. In the event your iasjulries oooceming Mr* Green 1 * 
statemmt develop inforwtion indlcatlng s viola t ion of s Federal Statuts 
t eill be ploased to be so advisod by you, la order thai appropriate inqulry 
may bo eønducted. 




Gincorely yours. 


John Sdgar Hoover, 
Director. 
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ifriJpral SJurratt ot Imirstigation 

Umteft States Department af Susttee 

1300 Liberty Trust Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


May 18, 1937. 


PERS ON AL AND 

confideVtiål 



Director, 

Federal Bureau of Inve stigat ion, 
Washington,D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


On the evening of Sunday, May 16,1937, I had 
the pieas ure of meeting and talking with Major-General 
Smedley D^Butler, U. S . M. C . R. , at a meeting of the 
PenKsyrvanTa^^ate Association for the Blind. General 
Butler was the principal speaker, and I also appeared 
on the program . 

In conversing with me, he informed me that 
it tos his opinion that the Bureau is the most valuable 
and productive agency ■nhich the Federal Government now 
has, and in other respects. General Butler expressed a 
high regard for the Director and for the Bureau. 


Very truly yours. 


G. N. LOWDON , 
Special Agent in Charge 


. Bao^IusLa: . 


. Daw'Ssy . 
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Ha*. John Edga* Hoover 
I Mpsøtor 

\ ■ ^adskil Buro au of Invest igat ion 

\ . tfaatøÉhgton, Q. o« 



Joar i'x, Hoover: . . S«: Fine Coctpliaionto pald Dlreotor 

and Bureau by Mejer Oemøtul 
/ Smedlejr^Jutlør. C, 


\fhil* attendlpg the reoent Amrnal State Covrentlonof t!fe ; 
Idaie Bepartoejat of WU-jmtlmn Legion at Tøcnteilo, jdaho, t*gaat 
21 and 22, 1938, I redføed my aoqunintanoe with Major OoneraUtoa^lay X 
Butler, retired, fosjaorly Ccanoandant of the tFnltod States Karlus«. i 


> During ny stsgr at the Conventio«, General Sutler and X j 
talksd for approadsiately an hour on matters of mutual interest. He - 
was verf enthusieøtic about Me recent visit and trip through thøf .?*-•••>" 


Bureau in Washington, and askød tue to give yau hie heat regardaeiklV 
cordial thanks for the courtesy extendod hi« up cm thi« oeoasianv^' 
riavsthl titaeo in werious group« of delegates totfceeønrrentiah, he 
ijsnt |oned you and tb« Bureau in highost temas . 


Generel Butler and I both addressød the eovrentløh .fgk ■ 

August 22, 1938, and at the annual banquet an thénlght of thai date * 
øø «ere both øalled on for additional talk«. Generel Butier*« talk £ 
followed mine at the bouquet end he took ooaaaion to pøy high tributs 
to yau and the Bureau* Buring the aourae of hie rømerkø at ih. le time £ 
ha eallod on thø Aoerlpan Legion to eupport you and the Bureau in evøry £ 
way, and to øø« thai tha politidams did not lnterføre with you und thø g 
fine work you aed thø Bureau are doing, ° 


Burlhg the oourøe of thi« eane Informs! talk at the ban- 
quot he statød ftarther ,f ttith the possible exceptlon of the Karin© 
Corpø, the føderal Bureau of Inveetlgation is the finest organizat ion 
in the world today'*. General Butler’ s remarks coneerning you and 
the work of the Bureau were ørestad with applause by appfoxinately 
three hundrød legionnalrøs and their wivøs at thø banquet . H« wae 








Direotor fWM^aa 


; '%lfceiile»d «ordl*Hy bjr ne on jrær bøhalf for bi* aaay kind refexuneea 
. bo tfa* Bureau end hia continaid ister* *t in ycm and tfa* mak of ih« 


XV 1* *ttgg*st*d that you aight doa lr * to sand falm a 
poraenal løttar of tfaanfa«, nantlmlng spveifieally fal* ronsxk* at 
the banciu*t and aa muring falm that youdø not f **1 hadly afaoat fal* 
liøilng tfa* Bureau af tor tfa* Marine Ooxp*, nfalefa fa* **rr»d m 
faithfully and mil* Oenaral Butla*** l%ilad*lpfala, Pmtnnylvanle 
addro*** *h*r* . t trødmswtand fa« 18 rotnrnlng »hort ly, i* in tlur 
Bureau* • files, 

ainocrsly yours. 


KltOLSFI) 

cc-3utt* 

Philadolphla 


"♦ H. 13.315®, 

Inepector. 


CtøMttK&DATlOS 
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C ci’Y (gmr) 



Goshen Read, Nev.’town Square 
Relaware County, Fennsylvanfca 



3 optembar 17 , 1938 


Eoncrabla J, Hdgar Hoover, 

Esderal Bureau of Investigbtion, 

United States Department of Juotloe, 

'■'ashingtoh, D. C. 

Bear Hr, Hoover: - 

Thank you for your nice letter of September 2nd, 

It is always a pleasure to run across Mr. Lester and sit 
in admiration when he gets off seven hundred words a minute , 
Fe G er ta i nly is a delightful person to rioet and. I alwnys 
look forward to hearing him. 

It has been my habit never to let an opportunity 
go by to give your outfit a boost., It is, to my nind, one 
of the ferø real and decent institutions røe have, 

Thanking you again, I an, 

Sincerely yours, 




3 / S. 2 ). Butler 

O 

•Simedley D. Butler 
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BBOOBDED 62-33617-7 


September 2, 1938 


Major General S medley Butler 
Gos hen Ro&d 

Newtown Square, Pennsylvania 


Dear General Butlers 

I have Just been advised by Inspector 
W. H. Brane Lester of the splendid adaresses which 
you delivered on the occasion of the Annual btate 

Convention of the Idaho Department of the American ^ 

Legion at Pocatello, Idaho on August 21 and 22, 1938. r 

f 

It was very kind of you to comment so • 
favora'oly upon my administration of the FBI, and 
I am deeply appreciative for your expreBsions of 
faith and confidence in the work which we are doing. 

It is my understanding that you adviBed 
that "With the possible exception of the Marine Corps, 
the Federal Bureau af Investigation is the finest 
organisation in the worid today . " I assure you that 
Corning out second best with the Marine Corps is not 
a matter which would make us feel badly in any way, 
particularly since we have a very fond spot in our 
hearts for that organisation, which you have served 
so faithfully for many years. 

With bcst wishes and kind personal 

regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
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Major General 8medley p. Batler 
Goshen Boed 

Nev tovn Square, Pennsylrania 
Bear General Butler t 

Tour ccmaunication dated January ld, 1940, 
has been received and I aa indånd pleesed to learn 
of your comaendatory remark# concerning my addresøea 
and the varloua pubil c& tions you have recelred in 
the paat« I am glad to forward tøis materiel to 
you and I appreclate the uøe you ara making of it« 

May I suggeet that »hen next you ure in 
Washington, you do not fail to call at sy Office. 

With beat wlshea and kind regards, 

Sincereiy jrours, 

' v\ -VS ‘$t ! f V8V 
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✓ 9 Mr. Nethsn 
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1 Kr. CleffiJ 
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g ISr. Cofiey 

1 Mr. 

January 18, 1940 1 r_r. fii.vin j 

1 <M: . Earb® 

4 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director „yi ) 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 1 ■ i>1 - e ’ 

Department of Justice s 

Washington D. C* T ’" f< 

T *.I C V.^P * .»kV* 

I'ci " 

Dear Mr. Hoover* f 1 “ , 

In the past year you have been go od éhough to send rne a 
number of pamphlets and c opie s of speeches you te. ve made all ovér the' 
country, which have proved extremely interésting and valuable to mé ih 
my qwn travels round the country and I am writing this note to thank you 
for them. 

I never leave an opportunity unus'ed to quote from the ' 
material cited therein and am expeeting to do so ågain this Corning week, 
when I have been asked to speak on Crime in Waterville, Maine. 

With best wishes for 1940 and kindest regards, I am 

Very sincerely yours, BEQORDB© j ... 4* h / y / j cr-w 

| .. . &. I J 

1 1 

; JAN B9 1940 ■* 

* • SMEDLEY D. ^BUTLER « 5 . 
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Tour letter dated March 22, 1961, vith its 
ene losure, has heext received. 

Whlle 1 vould like to be of assistance, the 
FBI ls strictly an investlgative agency of the Federal 
Government and does not have the funds or the facilities 
to conduct the research necessary to ansirer your inquiry , 
Xt is suggested that your local library aay be in a *■ 
position to help you in this »atter. 

Pursuant to your request, X an return! ng the 
nevspaper clipping you submitted vith your letter. 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosure l / 

NOTE ON YELLOW: ■lp*/ 

Correspondent eåcjfosed a ! clipping from an ^ 
undated and unnamed newspaper which quoted Major General 
Smedley D. Butler as once having stated while he was in 
the Marine Corps that he vas a "high-class muscle man for 
Big Business and Wall Street" and heiped make other 
countries safe for American oil interests. Correspondent 
, 1 requested the return of this clipping and a copy has , 
therefore, been made for Bufiles. 
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NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE TWO 
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NOTE ON YELLOW , CONTINUED 

There are numemous references in Bufiles to 
Major General Smedlev D. fortier . He was at one time 
^Comfiandant or the United States Marine Corps who ret ired 
in 1931 and died on June 21 , 1940. Only the main file 
on Butler has been reviewed and it consists of correspondence 
with him indicating our relations with him were very 
cordial . (62-33617) 

Bufiles i ndicate we have had some limited b6 
correspondence with l 1 in 1952 at which time he b7c 

wrote concerning crime statistics. Also, in 1946 while 
Editor of an American Legion magazine in Chicago, 

Illinois, he was commended for his edit orial o n communism. 

The Chicago Office in 1941 advised that | | was 1 

considered as "completely unreliable" for having indicated 
he had information of value . regarding Japanese activities 
in the United States and subsequently stating he was too 
busy to furnish the information. (65-36008) 

To determine whether General Butler made the 
statements alleged in the newspaper clipping would require 
considerable time and research. This time and effort 
does not appear to be warranted since the statements, 
if made at all, would necessarily have been made over 
20 years ago inasmuch as Butler died in 1940. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of in vestig ation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


A few days ago, addressed to me and postmarked chicago, there 
arrived in the roorning mail a publication labeled nofficial 
organ of the Socialist-Lab or party." 


MY wife sav me glance at it and then toss it in the waste 
basket, and reroarked, »judt because you tre such a hater of 
Sociallsm and Comrounisn, is no reason why you should be af raid 
to read vdiat they have to sey, even if it would never alter your 
viewrs or change your opinions." so I retrieved the paper and — v 'v .. 
gave its contents a cursory perusal until I caroe to the enclosed 
item, vhieh I cut out to show to the American! sin chairman of ny 
Legion post. 

•* 

To me it seems incredulous that a man of smedly D. Butler > s 
calibre would ever utter such a statemement, though i know he 
was always outspoken to the ppint of crudity. I roet hiro in the 
first World War while serving with the 81st (wildcat) Division 
and at the time he headed the SOS in st. Nazaire. 


If it is not iroposing upon your tiroe and tolerance, l*d 
appreciate it if you would check on this item and advise roe if 
it truthfully quotes aqy statement s by General Butler. If the 
quotatians are correct, I tro licked. if they are false (and I 
hope to God they are) itm fortif i ed with ammunition which can 
be used effectively not only by ngryLegion Post but by the 
National Department and its nationally-circplated mekasine 
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Will you kindly return the clipping to me at your conv 
pax vobiscuro and vaya con Dios. 2 Q 4 



fo'rt.'S 






very e arnestly vours. 
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U.S. Capitalism and the ILS. Marines 
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Leat anyone doubt. the degne of cynl- 
cism wlth whlcb capitalism uses 'the na-, 
tiou’s armed forces in its selfish interests. 


1913. I'brought light to the Dominlcon Ke- 
pubiic for American sugar interests in 
1916. 1 helped make Honduras ‘right* for 

s Ji Il IHAD Tw 


we quote the testlmony of one who was in n : American f ruit companies in 1908. . 




V*-- .position to-know, Major-General Smedley 1 
:?{. -Xjæ D. Butler: ** 

£ ' "1 spent 38 years and four months in ac- 
■, L tlvc service as u member of our- country*«' 
’jly, L most ■ agile militury . force — the Marino 
i? Coi-rs. . . And during tlmt time I spent 
Vi h' f most of my time being n high'-ciass muscIC 
v -'v man for Big’ Business, for Wall Street, auil 
Vi ; for the banken. In short/I was.a racket-. 

■ !'.» ; eer for capitalism. . . . ‘ 


■ ■ -i, a VW1 SWS OBO , , 

'"Thus I helped make Mexico and espe- 
ciaily Tampico sale for American. oli Inter- 


. • Ir' 1 ’,. 
' . 


ciaily Tampico sale for American. oli Inter- 
ir ,t> e'sts in 1914. 1 helped make Haiti and Cuba 
■ a decent plactf for the National City Bank 1 
1 , boys.to oollect revenues in. ... .1 helped 
‘.'purify ‘ Nicaragua for the. international, 
banking house OfBrown Brothers- ln-1903*.' 


China in 1937 I. helped to see to It that j- 
Standard OU went its way uiimotøsted. . . . ;! 

“During those years I had, as'tlie boys J 
in ' the back ro/»m- would sny, a swell ,J 
racket. I was rewarded wlth ■ honors, - 
medals, promotion. Looking back on it, 1 ■ 
feel I mi glit have given Al Capone a fo w j ■ 
hints. The hest HG could do was to. opers ■ 
ate his racket in three--city districts. Wc ‘i- 
'Marines operated on three CONTINENTS.? ' , 
^(VCommon gense,” November, .1985.) . ^ 

But. as the “Wall Street Jonniai” asks, ' 
Ang. 12, “How '.would the U.S. explain to . . V 
Latin America and the world the- diller- - ■*: 
ene e between the. Marines In Havana and ; v 
the RCd ArmylnBudapeatt” . -s- 


i :; v 
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Confiradng «p ooevarøetlon wlth you of yaatarda gr afteraøon, 
during th« courae of thø ri sit to ttf of f i øø yeeterday » Qanaral Soodlsy 
Butler iafowad ato thot about s yoar ago hø raeelved o long diataacø 
t»løphon* cell fro« Fathanfcouahll a . Ho atated thet thi« call case to 
hia at hl« hoso in Penney l^miaj that it »as lo th« avant ng and h« had a 
miaber of friatid* wlth hl« for dl nner, on* of vhoa oaa tha Editor of a 
I Philadalphia uavepaper, ahich X uadarstood General Buti ar to aay »at tha 
i Philedel^hia laqulrer. Ganaral Butler atatad that Pathar Coughlin ad- 
draraad hi« atm r th* tølaphoaø qulte fasiliarly, ealllag hi« for tha 
first ti««, "Steadl^r.* Pathar Coughlin aokad hia Vhether ha, Ganaral 
Butler, »ould ba »tillag to haad an eraed foroa of aen »ho ha, Fathar 
Coughlin, proposed »ould proeaad to Bexieo and everthrev tha Kexlean 


!£i$ 


ty \ 

■Slt-t.'-v. 


Governaent. Pathar Coughlin atatad that tha Gowenmaat in Mexico had 
been attecking tha Cathollc Church and »as atraagly Caammiatle, and ha, 
Fathar Coughlin, had tha »an and tha guna »ith »hieh to affaet tha o rer- 
throw of tha Beståen Governaant, but that ha neadad • mb aho kaaw aili- 
tary taotics to haad thia expedition and »antad Oanara^yutlar to aaauao 
this Job. r ' 

Ganaral Butler atatad that ha iafor**d Fathar Gou^lin 
that h«, General Butler, »as a rotirad Karina Corpe Officer, and aa »uch 
aaø^an Officar of tha Governaant and that ha could har# ae part la sucb 
e aøvepant aa Pathar Coughlin auggeeted. Ganaral Butlar further atated 
that ha said to Fathar Coughlin that if sueh & aoveaaat »aa iaitiated the 
Prealdjant of th« United State« »ould oall out th« »tandlag arap to pr event 
tha* fro« gøttlng tmry far in sueh an expadition. Pather Coughlin*« re- 
p 3 jr »aa that thsp naad not »or ry about Preeident Reoøevelt, becauae M th«p 
vculd taka oara af hl« 00 tha »sy down** 


lu 1 / - . i 

' v General Butler inforaad ae that ha had hi* friende »ho 

’ "'dure at his houaa on thia evening to llatan la on thla phona coavarøa- 
,tlon trom an øxtenøion talephone on the aaooad floor of hl« residen«#, 

' . Geharfl Butler atatad ha recognised Fathar Coughlin** *oie«r^ and that 
, iblloping tha eall ha had tha oall traced and it watyTound that it had 
tSbeh hlaeed fro* fha\Shrina of tha tittla Flcwer, at\Datroit, Miohign . 
Cenorvd Butlar atated f urthar that he had his fri end s aak* avorn atete- 
-'«ht^ folio wing thia Incident in ordar that ha ai^bt have tbalr siate- 
v « aattar of record« 

' , y / »cas 
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Goaeral Butl®r aloe add®d that during the ankre® of th® 
co*rr®r»ation son® r®f®renø® wa* sad® by Fath®r C(W^ills V) hl® d®®lr® 
to talk wlth General Butler la Bs» Tork th® fblloaihg #®ek, and that 
•ubaaquant to th® phoa® o w w t m Uiii th® nert day or tao thereefter, 
General Butler reeairåd a tela gra« AnM Fathar Coughlln, lnforming 
hin, Genazsal Butler, thai h® would ba umableto k««p tb® appolntaaftt 
whieh he had teatatlrel jr aad® wlth General |hÉtt$ar in Se* f ork, Geaaral 
Butler etat ad thai he had thi® telegram whA|di ha øansidered to ooiroborata 
the oonrereation ha ref erred to harring takan plaoa, 

Oaoaral Butler etatod that foliewing fkli oonreraatioa 
wlth fathar Coughlln ba dtaouaaad wlth hi* frlanda sho w#re bie guefta 
on th® «*eaing it ocourred, ae to what aetion be. Generel Butler, 
uhould taka and ha statwd it waa the coneeoeaa of opinion that be 
ahould do aothiag at that ti ae, but wait to «ea what furthar develop- 
aeata took plaoa iwt try ta gat anno further Information or corrobora- 
f;|bloB« Gonsequently, Geaaral Butler did not tak® apy further action in 
;??!lhis aetter at that ti*«. 



or tan daye ago 

Æt 


Geaaral Butler atated that 
..of tha P«amaylwanla Coaaittee for th< 
whieh la the argeni eatton that Fathar ftougblta neadsj"hea aoae to 
hin to iniuira if Fathar Geaghlin had nada angr prop o ai tlae to hla to load 
an araad foraa agetajt Mwlw, This aan told General Butler that at a 
aaating of the Kxeeusklffe Cnssrtttee of the Fea&eylirania Branoh of the 
Gnlon of Social Juatlaa a®reral weeke ego ana'of the eeabere of tha »øm 
etated that he had haard that euch an offer had beea aede to Generel 
Butler by Fathar Coughlln end that if »uch wae ih® fe et it wee laproper 
and that if tha atf«y Una not true, it ehould oertainly ba d#*lad, Tha 
aeahar of tho Coaaittee eho went to eee General Butler etated that follow- 
ing this aaating of the Fxeentlwe Oonaittee he went to Setrølt and aa« 
Fathar Coughlln and aaked hia relative to thi® incident« Fnther Coughlln 
did not aske angr daalal af tha Incident, but suggected that he, tha aan, 
eall upon General Butler and aeeartain what General Butler had to eay 
ebout it« The ewaslreaeSB ®f Fathar Coughltn orMted ®oa® auepicioa 
In thi« aan 1 ® aind end h® ooneequently o&lled upon Geaaral Butler, who 
told hia th® feet« as ha, General Butler, knaw then* 

General Butler stated that he had beaa *0(7 aueh worried 
ahaat thi« laaidoat but thet he waa not indined to report it to hla 
eupanrlor officer, naaely, th® Coaaandlng General of th® Marin® Corps, 
or id ih® Pr#®id®at, baeaus® h« thought that, f irat, it uight be oonøldered 
a politieal aor® upon hla part as hs r eall sad that the expoee of &uoh a 
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»tory »t thi« tin« might hare politioal repereussione, and »acondly, 
æxgr par »on« aight thlnk that ha, General Butler, vea a fool and that 
■ 'Ute incident had not oeourred. I inforaed General Butler that I thougbt 


li. fKM » ætter which ha certainly ahould rådne« to vriting aod aubait 
in aeamrandua fora to the Major General of tha Marine Corps 
ølitaG-^b, General Butler, was retirød, as a Marina Offleer* General 
Butler etated ha aas undecided as to what h« should do ab out it as lt 


worrisd hin oonslderably, but ha thought that the beat thing for bia to 
do at tha present tlae w&s to tak# no action as aay action ha aight 
i taka would ba aisocns truad * Z pointed out to General Butler that his 
{ reaalning silent aight later ba mlseanetrued if tha story becaae knoen 



pt&Hely in that ha vuuld then be eritieiaed for haring not reported 
it to the proper suthørities. 


j j Zn the ooures of the oonversation General Butler stated 

/3 that he had learned froa »orne «x~ærine of a theft of ene hundred 
"jj --*o«dng autoae tic riflet froa the jftirttan Arsenal in Se* Jersey, which 
% 21 hed baen hidden en, the estete or John S* Roekef eller, 8r,, in Kew Jersey. 

■ • rrar ‘ B ® stated thet Mr. Bockef eller kaew nothing about thi«, of eouree, ae 
bis estate ras quite large and it ras bel i er ad by the persons respon- 
sible for the theft that it eould be en ideal piae« to hid« these 
veepons. Generel Butler etated he eerroborated this report which hed 
been aede to hin in cenrersation with the <}uarfceræBter of oae of the 
arsenals, eho corroberated tha thsft of tha one hundred Browning autonatic 
rifl*« and inforaed General Butler there had been a loss of fifteau auto- 
ætl* rifl#* fron his Arsenal, General Butler stated thet of eouree he 
did not knor these guns bore any relatioaahip to the s ta tenen t of fether 
Coughlln thet he hed the een and the arns vith rhioh to start on an 
aspedition against Maxi ao, hut he consldered it at leaSt eignlficant. 


Present during sy conrersatlon with General Butler mi 
a personel fri end of General Butler, a lady, «s well ae T. V, Dawasy, 
one of the supervisers attaehed to sy offioe in the Burma« Poliowing 
sy eoawareatlon with General Butler he vent on a tour of the Bureau 
with Mr. Davsey and the lady, and I had oeeaaiøn to eee you relative 
te sene o ther ætter« and reported verbally to you in substanee the 
ab enre. fhen I retursed to ey affie« Mr. Daweey, who had then coupleted 
the tour with Generel Butler, Inforaed mm that Generel Butler hed stated 
to hin during the oøurse of the tour that he preposed to get all the 
faets togethør and bring thaa to ae, together vith the affidevite whioh 
his friende had æde en the evening of the conrersatlon which he had 
with Pather Coughlln. Mr. Daveey also stated thet General Butler had 
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raquaeted ble to ask ae not to s«? anythlng about H»e ætter ehich ha, 
OeaereX Butler, had talked to ae about to angrona, eentioalag the Attorney 
General, aa ha knæ ha waa wj super 1 or of f loer. General Batler in talk- 
lag with ae Had not requeeted ae to treat the aattar eonfldantially , aer 
eould I have dona ao lf ha had æde the requeat la tlev ef the ehareeter 
of the aoae* 

I askadKr. Pairaey to proper« « aestarandéa relative te 
his rseollecrtion of the oonveraatiøn vhieh he hoard betmen General 
Butler and age elf, and I aa attaehlag hareto, for jronr inforætlon, e 
copy of Kr* Davre ey*a aenorandu^ dated August .8, 19.36, eæaris&^.thi* 
ætter* 


If Z receive a ry further word or inforætlon froa General 
Butler I vd.ll, of coura«, pronptly advise you of the saæ* 


Reapeetfully, 



John Edgar Boavar, 
Pireotor* 


Inoloeure. 


' JOHN^EDdftAR H do VER 
DIRECTOR 
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PERSONAL AND CPNagDENTIAL 


MEMORANDUM NOR THE DIRECTOR 


As a matter of record it may be stated while 
in the presence of a personal f riend of General Butler' s, 
Miss$Hunka (?), the Director, and this Agent, General 
Smpfll ft^Bn+.l p-t- stated of his om free vill and accord 
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that he had something on his mind and that he would 
like to get it off. He stated that while in ' Philadelphia 
he used to bring such matters to the Secret Service 
Department, and if the Director wanted him to he would 
tell him the things that he had on his mind. The 
Director stated that he would appreciate knowing the 
same, and General Butler stated that quite awhile ago 
Father Coughlin telephoned him and asked Butler if 
he would command an army of approximately 260,000 men 
to march to ^exico and overthrow the Mexican government 
that was at that time picking on the Catholic Ohurch, 
that the Mexicans had kidnapped the archbishop, and 
that Coughlin stated that he had the financial backing 
and the men and the arms, and all he needed was a leader 
He stated that he thought that Butler was the 1 * m; ij . 

&ECORDED & INDEXil" Z X. - ^r/C-- 
Butler stated that he recognized Father •, 

Coughlin' s voice and as soon as he recognized his voice 
he requested a f riend of his, an editor of a Philad&lf|n^/p 
paper, to go up stairs and listen in on the conversaiion' ' L ' 
on an extension telephone. He said that he told Father 
Coughlin that he would not do this because it.amounted 
to treason, that he was employed by the Federal government 
and that if Coughlin started such a movement the RresidentJ^V 
of the United States would assemble the militia and stop .■ A 
such a movement. Coughlin' s answer to this was that I ^ 
should not worry about President Roosevelt because they 
would take care of him on the way down. Again Butler 
stated that he told Coughlin that this amounted to 
treason, and that he would not talk to him about the 
same over the telephone. Butler said that at the 
conclusion of the telephone conversation, this telephone 
connection was traced and that it was traced back to 
Coughlin. 
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Memorandum for the Director. 


-2- August 8, 1936. 


He stated that iather ^oughlin immediately 
confirmed that telephonic conversation by a telegram 
and that he had this telegram in his possession. 

General Butler stated that he also had the affidavit of 
each of the visitors at his home that night who 
listened in on the conversation. General Butler said 
that he had previously gotten in on some dispute in connectin 
with the lascist movement and was called on to testify 
bef'ore the Congressional Committee for participating in 
the same. He informed the Congressional Committee that 
he had told the Secret Service Department of the govern- 
ment about this and that they hadn't done anything about it. 

General Butler stated that he knew that 
Iather Coughlin had a backing of approximately fifteen 
million people in this country, and also had good 
finpicial backing by some of the armed cqmpanies, ‘naming 
theføemington Company and the/ DuPonts S** ' 

At the time of the telephone conversation with 
Father Coughlin, General Butler stated that he talked 
it over with the editor of this Philadelphia paper ^ and 
that they deeided that the best thing to do would be to 
wait for more movements from Father Coughlin, that' it 
uould be impossible to bring the thing out in public, and 
General Butler stated that he was scared that some of 
Coughlin' s men would bump him off. 

General Butler stated that he realia ed liis 
oath to the federal government but what he wanted to 
do was to develop the thing in its entirety ond then 
bring it out in the open, and that il he mode such 
statement s novr it might cause some disturbance and the 
people would only call him a fool. He commented that 
he didn't knou just what to do about the whole thing, 
that it had caused him considerable worry, and he was 
just waiting for another move from father Coughlin. 

General B u tler stated that the other day a member 
of the hxecutive Committee of the Catholic organisation 
that is backing Coughlin came to him and aslced him if 
Coughlin had made such a proposition to him. The man 
from Cougniin's i'action informed General Butler that he had 
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previously asked Coughlin whether or not he had requestsa 
butler to head this movement and Coughlin reiused to deny 
it and told this man to go and ask Butler. It wb this 
that prompted him to bring the question to the Diroctor. 

General butler stated that very recantly 
an e::-marine came to him anu shov.ed liim a Chinese ring 
uhich v.as a. csrtification that he wss a dope smuggier, 
and told liim that he had just helped smuggie one 
hundred Brovmie automatic Rilles from one of the arsenals 
lor this group of men, apd that they had hidden them 
on the estate of John D.^j Rockef eller. He stated that 
Rockefeller knev; uothing about tilis but that the men 
had hidden the rifles there so that they v/ould not be 
•found. General Butler stated that he v-ras quite disturbed 
over this. He decided to check up on this so he went 
to the quartermaster of' one of the arsenals who v/as a 
f riend of his and esked him if he knew anything about the 
rifles being gone, and the quartermaster iniormed him 
that one hundred Brovmie Automatic Rifles had been 
stolen from one of the arsenals, and that that arsenal 
of this particular quartermaster had also lost f'ifteen 
Automatic Rifles. 

General Butler stated that he lenet/ the 
present political situation and if such movement v/as 
developed, it could very easily throw the next 
election either v?ay and that he did not vrant to bring 
this out in the open and be criticized. He knev.' that 
his integrity and his hone&ty had never been questioned, 
and that he thought the Director could see through the 
v/hole thing. 

He stated that it seemed to be Coughlin' s 
intention of starting an armed revolution in the United 
States, and that Coughlin had made the statement that the 
voters of the United States v/ould not have an 
opportunity to vote af ter the next election, indicating 
that there vrås going to be a revolution and a dictatoriel 
form of govemment set up in the place of the present 
demoers. tic government. 

Butler then informed the Director that he 
v/anted to turn this information over to him end that 
he would get all of the facts and bring them in to the 
Director at a later date. The Director informed him 
that he would be glad to receive this information. 
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tøhiie going around on the tour, General Butler 
informed this agent that he had the aff'idavits of the 
various parties in connection with this plot, and that 
he had them locked in his safe in his home. He added 
that he rould. bring them to the director later. He 
stated that he rould rait for another movement from 
doughlin before he told the director anything else, and 
as soon as Coughlin made another move he would immediately 
come to Washington and report the same to Hr. Hoover. 

General Butler informed this agent that this 
thing ras just rorrying him to death, that his grsndchildren 
had been threatened, that he had been threatened, that 
he expected to be murdered and. if so it v»oula be at 
the hånds of Goughlin and his f action. 

At the conclusion of the tour, General Butler 
stated again that he ras going to bring this information 
to the Director and at this time he re^uested this agent 
to inform Hr. Hoover not to say anything about this 
to the Attomey General Cummings. It may be stated that 
while informing the director about this movement Butler 
made no statement or no request that this information 
ras to be kept strictly confidential by the Director. 

Åfter General Smedley Butler had departed, 
this agent immediately reported his request to the 
Director, and at that time the Director informed this 
agent he had already submitted this information personally 
to the Attomey General. 

As a matter of record it may be sts.ted that 
the above conversation took place in the Director' s 
Office while making a tour of the lederal Bureau of 
Investigation at approximately 4:30 p.m.. August 7, 1936. 



